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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This application has been examined. Claims 1-8 are presented for examination. 

Priority 

2. No priority claims have been made. 

3. The effective filing date for the subject matter defined in the pending claims in this 
application is 04/20/2001 (20 April 2001). 

Information Disclosure Statement 

4. An initialed and dated copy of Applicant's IDS form 1449, Received 4/20/01 (20 April 
2001) and 12/17/2002 (17 December 200), is attached to the instant Office action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 

basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another who 
has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this title before the invention 
thereof by the applicant for patent. 

6. Claims 1-4 and 7-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Lecheler 
et al. (WO 00/49769), hereinafter referred to as Lecheler. 

7. Regarding claim 1, Lecheler disclosed a method of managing a computer network, 
comprising the steps of: assigning to a collection computer a management domain identifier 
uniquely associated with a management domain in which each collection computer resides; 
receiving, in at least one management computer, information from the collection computer that 
includes the management domain identifier; and maintaining within the at least one management 
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computer a mapping table [a database] of the information accessed using the management 
domain identifier (Title, Abstract, Figures 1 and 3, page 10 lines 7-19, page 13 lines 20-23). 

8. Regarding claim 2, Lecheler disclosed a method wherein the step of assigning comprises 
the step of establishing at least one management domain, wherein each management domain 
includes at least one collection computer (Figures 1 and 3, page 8 lines 10-31, page 12 lines 7- 
20). 

9. Regarding claim 3, Lecheler disclosed a method wherein the management domain 
identifier is a domain name of the management domain (page 10 line 26-page 1 1 line 13). 

10. Regarding claim 4, Lecheler disclosed a method wherein the information is network 
topology information (page 13 lines 14-23, page 15 lines 13-28, page 18 lines 3-11). 

1 1 . Regarding claim 7, Lecheler disclosed a method comprising the step of managing, by 
each collection computer, at least one network object; and resolving, by each collection 
computer, a network address of each network object into a resolved network address included in 
the information received at the at least one management computer (page 10 lines 7-19, page 15 
lines 13-28). 

12. Regarding claim 8, Lecheler disclosed a system for managing a computer network, 
comprising: a plurality of collection computers, wherein each collection computer is assigned a 
management domain identifier uniquely associated with a management domain in which each 
collection computer resides; at least one management computer for receiving information, from 
the plurality of collection computers, that includes the management domain identifier; and at 
least one computer database for maintaining within the at least one management computer 
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information accessed using the management domain identifier (Title, Abstract, Figures 1,3, 
page 10 lines 7-19, page 13 lines 20-23). 

13. Since all the limitations of the claimed invention were disclosed by Lecheler, claims 1-4 
and 7-8 are rejected. 

14. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of appli cation for patent in the United States. 

15. Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Pulsipher et al. 
(U.S. Patent Number 5,948,055), hereinafter referred to as Pulsipher. 

16. Regarding claim 1, Pulsipher disclosed a method of managing a computer network, 
comprising the steps of: assigning to a collection computer a management domain identifier 
uniquely associated with a management domain in which each collection computer resides; 
receiving, in at least one management computer, information from the collection computer that 
includes the management domain identifier; and maintaining within the at least one management 
computer a database of the information accessed using the management domain identifier 
(Figures 2-5, column 3 lines 16-32, column 7 lines 41-57, column 8 lines 7-24, column 10 lines 
13-25). 

17. Regarding claim 2, Pulsipher disclosed a method wherein the step of assigning comprises 
the step of establishing at least one management domain, wherein each management domain 
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includes at least one collection computer (Figure 2, column 6 lines 11-19, column 6 line 65- 
column 7 line 21). 

18. Regarding claim 3, Pulsipher disclosed a method wherein the management domain 
identifier is a domain name of the management domain (column 10 lines 13-25). 

19. Regarding claim 4, Pulsipher disclosed a method wherein the information is network 
topology information (Abstract, Figures 2-3B, column 6 lines 52-64, column 7 lines 41-57). 

20. Regarding claim 5, Pulsipher disclosed a method, wherein the step of receiving comprises 
the steps of receiving first information from a first collection computer, wherein the first 
information includes a first network address and a first management domain identifier; receiving 
second information from a second collection computer, wherein the second information includes 
a second network address and a second management domain identifier, wherein the second 
network address is identical to the first network address; comparing the second network address 
to the first network address using the second management domain identifier and the first 
management domain identifier; assigning a network element associated with the second network 
address as a primary network element when the second network address belongs to a different 
management domain than the first network address; and assigning the network element 
associated with the second network address as a secondary network element when the second 
network address belongs to a same management domain as the first network address (Figure 2, 
Figures 8A-8B, Figures 13-15B, column 6 line 65-column 7 line 21, column 10 lines 13-25, 
column 1 1 lines 20-31, column 15 lines 33-48). 

21 . Regarding claim 6, Pulsipher disclosed a method wherein the step of maintaining 
comprises the step of using management domain identifiers to consolidate network topology 
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information from collection computers having identical network addresses and belonging to 
different management domains (Figure 2, column 6 line 65-column 7 line 21). 

22. Regarding claim 7, Pulsipher disclosed a method comprising the step of managing, by 
each collection computer, at least one network object; and resolving, by each collection 
computer, a network address of each network object into a resolved network address included in 
the information received at the at least one management computer (column 9 line 56-column 10 
line 7, column 10 lines 13-25, column 1 1 lines 8-31). 

23. Regarding claim 8, the system corresponds directly to the method of claim 1, and thus is 
rejected using the same rationale. 

24. Since all the limitations of the claimed invention were disclosed by Pulsipher, claims 1-8 
are rejected. 

Conclusion 

25. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

a. Sugauchi et al (U.S. Patent Number 6,041 ,349) disclosed an identifier of each 
management module is obtained on the basis of management information commonly 
handled by network and administration management information, and management 
information of the two is collected on the basis of the identifier, and a client/server 
configuration map is generated, and a network map corresponding to the map is displayed 
from the display element of the generated configuration map on the basis of the 
correspondence of the two, and the client/server configuration is displayed in relation to 
the network map, and an administrative role and a related object node can be identified 
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easily (Refer to Abstract, Figures 1-4, 7-1 1, 13-16, column 5 line 44-column 6 line 66, 
column 8 line 35-column 9 line 65). 

b. Schettler et al. (U.S. Patent Number 5,787,252) disclosed discovery/layout 
software configures a general purpose computer system to act as a management station 
using an industry standard SNMP protocol The discovery/layout software has a 
discovery mechanism and a layout mechanism which, in combination, permit the 
discovery/layout software to provide various submaps to a display for illustrating 
network topology, which includes devices and device interconnections of a network. The 
submaps correspond to various hierarchical views of a network. Significantly, one or 
more filtering systems are provided in the discovery/layout software for filtering objects 
to be displayed within the submaps. 

c. Althaus et al. (U.S. Patent Number 6,697,851) disclosed a method and apparatus 
in a distributed data processing system for selecting configuration information for a client 
in the distributed data processing system. A subnet for the client is identified using the 
configuration information. A set of identification tokens is identified from the request. A 
plurality of containers in a hierarchical structure is traversed using the subnet and 
identification tokens to identify selected containers within the plurality of containers 
matching the subnet and the identification tokens. The identified containers are selected 
in an order the preserves preference as determined by their arrangement in the 
hierarchical structure and by the data that each contains. 

26. Refer to the enclosed PTO-892 for details and complete listing of other pertinent prior art 
of record. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tarn (Jenny) Phan whose telephone number is (703) 305-4665 or 
(571) 272-3930 (new telephone number after October 2004). The examiner can normally be 
reached on M-F 9:00-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, William Cuchlinski can be reached on 703-308-3873. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3900. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-diiect.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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